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Level Test

Place your students in the right class 
for their level and get your teaching off 
to a flying start – in 20 to 30 minutes.
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PEARSON ENGLISH ASSESSMENT

125+
million

assessments 
every year

Pearson is the world’s largest 
education company.

We are experts in combining 
technology with education expertise 
– to create robust, scalable tools for 
your school.



Pearson English supports, drives and promotes the 
learning of the English language – for a truly connected 
global society, with opportunities for all. 

Our work is dedicated to English language learners and all 
those who have their interests at heart. 

Our products and services are backed by a wealth of 
expertise, world-leading technology and decades of 
specialised experience. 

Offering a wide range of integrated courseware and 
assessment, mapped to the Global Scale of English, we work 
to ensure every individual’s needs are met at each stage of a 
lifelong learning journey.

Assessment

Courseware

Pearson English 
The complete teaching, learning 
and assessment ecosystem

PEARSON ENGLISH ASSESSMENT



Pearson English assessments support learning, celebrate success and prove language ability 
at key stages along the journey to fluency.

Our assessments are mapped to each other, to Pearson English courseware, to the Global Scale 
of English, and to this assessment journey:

Pearson English Assessment
Key moments on the journey to a life in English

These assessments help 
learners get off to a flying start 
by placing them in the right 
English class on their first day.

PLACE

These assessments monitor 
progress, show proficiency
and prepare students for 
English exams.

BENCHMARK

These assessments prove 
learners’ English skills to potential 
employers or schools through 
recognised certificates.

CERTIFY

These assessments verify 
English language ability 
for immigration and study 
abroad purposes.

VERIFY

PEARSON ENGLISH ASSESSMENT



Pearson English Assessment
Key moments on the journey to a life in English

YOUNG LEARNERS
Age 6-14

ADULTS
Age 14+

PLACE BENCHMARK CERTIFY VERIFY

ENGLISH BENCHMARK 
YOUNG LEARNERS

PEARSON ENGLISH 
INTERNATIONAL 

CERTIFICATE -
YOUNG LEARNERS

PEARSON ENGLISH 
INTERNATIONAL 

CERTIFICATE -
LEVEL TEST BENCHMARK TEST PTE ACADEMIC

PEARSON ENGLISH ASSESSMENT



Pearson English 
Level Test 



Place your students in 
the right class for their 

level and get your 
teaching off to a flying 

start – in 20 to 30 
minutes. 

PEARSON ENGLISH LEVEL TEST

Level Test
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Why choose the Level Test?
PEARSON ENGLISH LEVEL TEST

Fast & Efficient
 Delivers reliable, auto-scored information 

in minutes
 Cost-effective
 Simple onboarding model
 Assesses all 4 skills in 30 minutes. Or 20 

minutes for Level Test (3 Skills).

Powerful, flexible format
 Delivered online
 Can be administered to any number of 

students at any starting level
 Single, adaptive test, which continually 

adjusts in difficulty according to the 
answers the student gives. 

Real English, real results
 Assesses authentic, integrated skills in 

authentic contexts
 Broad range of question types 
 Results provide a CEFR half-band and 

corresponding GSE range
 High-level skills profile gives vital insights to 

get your teaching underway with ease

A complete assessment solution

Works alongside the Pearson English 
Benchmark Test to first place students, 
and then track their learning progress in 

detail. 



Question Types
PEARSON ENGLISH LEVEL TEST

Students are presented with a wide range of question types, to give them the chance to 
demonstrate their skills in different ways. Questions target individual and integrated skills. 



The following 
walkthrough includes:

• The introduction screens that welcome and 
prepare the test taker for what to expect

• Every item type that may be featured in the 
test (samples taken from different levels)

• The end of test screen that concludes the test

Pearson English Level Test

PLACE

LEVEL TEST QUESTION TYPES



Welcome
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Welcome to the 
Pearson English Level Test

LEVEL TEST QUESTION TYPES



Section 1
Reading, Listening, Writing, 
Grammar and Vocabulary
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Section 1: Reading, Listening, 
Writing, Grammar and Vocabulary

LEVEL TEST QUESTION TYPES



Vocabulary: Fill in the Table

What is being tested? 
This question tests the vocabulary knowledge of the learner. It tests the 
words the learner knows and the accuracy of the form of the word. It also 
tests the learner’s knowledge of word families and related sets of words 
that they may have met in the classroom or when learning English.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to complete a set of 
vocabulary items with appropriate words. The words are 
presented as a table of related words.
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Vocabulary: Choose the Correct Word or Phrase

What is being tested? 
This question tests the vocabulary knowledge of the learner in a written 
context. It tests the vocabulary the learner knows, the range of that 
vocabulary and whether they can understand the use of the vocabulary in 
the context of a sentence.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to choose the correct 
word to complete a number of sentences. The sentences 
are related by a similar theme.
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Vocabulary: Complete the dialogue

What is being tested? 
This question tests the vocabulary of the learner in a spoken context. It tests the range of 
vocabulary the learner knows and whether they can understand the use of the vocabulary 
in the context of a conversation.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to select 
words from a word bank to complete a 
dialogue.
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Grammar: Choose the Right Word or Phrase

What is being tested? 
This question tests the learner's range of grammatical knowledge as well 
as the accuracy of grammar in a written context.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to choose the correct 
word or phrase to complete a number of sentences. The 
sentences are related by a similar theme.

LEVEL TEST QUESTION TYPES



Grammar: Multiple Answer, Multiple Choice

What is being tested? 
This question tests the knowledge of grammar of the learner in a written 
context and whether they can choose the right grammatical form in a 
sentence.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to choose the correct 
word to complete a number of sentences. The sentences 
are related by a similar theme.
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Grammar: Drag and Drop

What is being tested? 
This question tests the grammatical knowledge of the learner at sentence 
level, including word order, connectors and discourse markers.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to re-order a sentence 
correctly.
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Reading: 
Choose the Right Word or Phrase (Gapfill)

What is being tested? 
This question tests the 
holistic understanding of short 
messages, notes and short pieces 
of writing.

What is being asked?
This question asks learners to read a 
short text and select the best word or 
phrase to complete the text.
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Reading: Choose the Right Picture

What is being tested? 
This question tests the holistic 
understanding of short messages, 
notes and short pieces of writing.

What is being asked?
This question asks learners to read 
a short text and select the best 
picture to match with the text.
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Reading: Short answer questions

What is being tested? 
This question tests the reading comprehension of the learner by asking 
them to identify specific information included in the text.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to read a longer text and 
answer questions on the text.
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Listening and Writing: Dictation

What is being tested? 
This question tests listening comprehension at the word and sentence 
level. It tests the ability to write accurately and understand sentence 
structure, word order and connectors.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to listen to a sentence 
or short text and write what they have heard.

Click to hear recording
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Listening and Reading: 
Listen and Read (Hotspots)

What is being tested? 
This question tests reading and 
listening comprehension. It tests the 
learner's ability to recognise 
individual words in a text.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to 
read a text and at the same time 
listen to the text. The learner has to 
find the differences between the 
written text and the spoken text.

Click to hear recording
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Grammar: Correct the Mistake

What is being tested? 
This question tests the knowledge of grammar of the learner in a written 
context and whether they can choose the right grammatical form in a 
sentence.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to choose the correct 
word or phrase to replace a mistake in a sentence.

LEVEL TEST QUESTION TYPES



Section 2
Listening and Speaking
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Section 2: Listening and Speaking
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Section 2: Listening and Speaking
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Speaking and Reading: Read Aloud

What is being tested? 
This question tests accurate pronunciation and how fluent the learner is at 
speaking. It tests if the words in the text are understood and repeated accurately.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to read aloud a sentence 
or short text.
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Speaking and Listening: Listen and Repeat

What is being tested? 
This question tests listening comprehension at the word and sentence 
level. It tests pronunciation and fluency. It tests if the words heard are 
understood and repeated accurately.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to listen to a 
sentence or short text and then repeat it.

Click to hear recording
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Speaking: Describe the Image

What is being tested? 
This question tests the learner’s ability 
to speak in an extended way linking 
concepts and ideas, as well as using 
appropriate words. It tests the accuracy 
of speech including accurate grammar, 
pronunciation and stress as well as the 
fluency of the speech.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to look at 
a photograph or picture and describe 
what they see.
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Listening and Speaking: 
Listen to the Conversation

What is being tested? 
This question tests listening 
comprehension. It tests the accuracy of 
the listening comprehension of the 
learner.

What is being asked?
This question asks the learner to listen 
to a short conversation and then 
answer a question about the 
conversation.

Click to hear recording
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Speaking and Listening: Retell the Story

What is being tested? 
This question tests listening and 
speaking. It assesses understanding of 
a short narrative.

What is being asked?
This questions asks the learner to listen 
to a short narrative and then retell the 
narrative using their own words.Click to hear recording
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End of test
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